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IDEALISM, REALISM AND MATERIALISM
DEFINED, DESCRIBED AND
DISTINGUISHED

Now, all these schools of thought can be classified
under three broad heads on the same basis, that Is, the
relation between Jnafa., Jnana and Jneya. Thus the line
of thought, which deals with Jneya as identical with Jnana
and does not attribute any independent reality to it, is
represented as Idealism; that according to which Jneya
is real and distinct from Jnana is represented as Realism;

and the line of thought which stresses Jfieya into pro-
minence and does not allow an independent existence to
Jnana may be taken as representative of Materialism.

1. Idealism

The line of thought, which speaks of Jneya as
identical with Jnana and does not attribute any reality
to it, is known as Idealism. According to this school
of thought, Jnana is all in all. The existence of the
entire objective world is unreal and is merely a form
of Jnana. As for instance, according to the Maya-
vadins the objective side is merely illusory; in fact,
there is only one Reality which is 2^rJnana and which
is in the background of this illusory appearance. In
like manner, according to the Yogacara school of
Buddhism, there is nothing except Jnana. What
appears as an external object is its own form.

2. Realise

Realism may be defined as a school of thought
which'holds that there are tilings which have their real
teistence in the objective world as objects of our cog-
coition {Jneya) and are quite independent of the
^ corresponding. Jn&na. In other words, to the Realists